Distribution of opioid binding sites in spinal cord.
Opioid binding sites have been demonstrated in the spinal cords of four species (rat, guinea-pig, cow, pig). Similar numbers of sites, as measured with the unselective ligand [3H] bremazocine, are seen along the length of the rat spinal cord. Binding in the dorsal horn is three times greater than in ventral horn. The distribution of mu, delta and kappa sites is similar in all regions. The results are discussed in terms of reported distributions of peptides.